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The author intends to follow this volume with another which will 
bring the subject through the period of the civil war and deal with the 
later problems. He expresses the wish that his study may stimulate 
others to do a similar work for other states of the south, and it is to be 
hoped that the suggestion may be followed. 

James R. Robertson 

Frontier retreat on the upper Ohio, 1779-1781. Edited with introduction 
and notes by Louise Phelps Kellogg. [Publications of the State 
historical society of Wisconsin, Collections, XXIV, Draper series, 
V] (Madison: State historical society of Wisconsin, 1917. 549 p. 
$1.50) 

The publication of this volume places students of the American revo- 
lution under obligation to Miss Kellogg for making more accessible some 
of the valuable material to be found in the Draper collection. Frontier 
retreat on the upper Ohio, together with Dunmore 's war, 1774 ; Revolu- 
tion on the tipper Ohio, 1775-1777 ; Frontier defense on the upper Ohio, 
1777-1778 ; the last three under the editorship of Reuben Gold Thwaites 
and Miss Kellogg, and Frontier advance on the upper Ohio, 1778-1779, 
edited by Miss Kellogg, give the essential documents for the story of the 
revolution in the west between 1774 and July, 1781. 

The historical introduction of twenty-five pages supplies a satisfactory 
interpretation of the nearly five hundred documents covering the two 
critical years of western history, 1779-1781. During the summer of 1779, 
Colonel Daniel Brodhead, commandant at Fort Pitt, made a successful 
advance against the Iroquois which ended, for the time, their domination 
over the western tribes. At the same time, George Rogers Clark was dic- 
tating terms to the tribes which were not under the immediate protection 
of British arms, and officials at Detroit and Mackinac feared an early 
attack by the Americans. The carrying out of this plan by Clark, with 
his available force of three hundred and fifty men, was not feasible. 

Early in 1780, the British and Indians attempted an advance in force 
from Mackinac and Detroit against the upper Mississippi and Kentucky 
posts. Both movements were defeated through the activity of Clark. 
During the remaining months of that year and the first half of 1781, 
there ensued the tory uprising in the back counties of Virginia and a 
succession of Indian raids against the frontier settlements. The petty, 
selfish spirit manifested by Colonel Brodhead made a cooperative expe- 
dition against the British strongholds impracticable and numerous fron- 
tier posts were abandoned. 

In addition to the documents in the volume selected from the Draper 
collection, some forty others were procured from the Washington papers 
in the library of congress. Documents previously printed essential to the 
narrative are summarized. There is a good index and the explanatory 
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notes are ample. The sentences at the bottom of page 30 of the introduc- 
tion are evidently out of place in the narrative. 

J. A. James 

Illinois and the nation. A practical treatise on state and national civics. 
By Oliver R. Trowbridge, member of the Bloomington bar, and Gil- 
bert P. Randle, superintendent of schools, Danville. ( Chicago : A. 
Flanagan company, 1917. 312 p. $.60) 
One third of this manual is given to the texts of the national and 
Illinois constitutions and the civil administrative code of that state. It 
seems to have been the authors' intention to make as brief a treatise as 
possible covering all essential facts concerning the organization and to 
some extent the working of the Illinois and national governments. There 
is no attempt to enter the field of "community civics," there is no effort 
to appeal to the special interests of boys and girls or to foster their 
civic virtues. Departments of government are outlined, lists of officers 
are given, salaries are stated, and duties are enumerated — all in the 
style of a reference manual. There is scarcely anything here about 
the non-official government that goes on through the work of political 
parties and other voluntary agencies. There is little about the ordinary 
processes of local government. 

Most of the chapters are followed by "questions and topics for study," 
which if faithfully followed would go far towards putting vitality and 
interest into an otherwise dry compilation. This book has several good 
maps and illustrations. 

Albert H. Sanford 

Historic Mackinac. The historical, picturesque and legendary features 
of the Mackinac country. Illustrated from sketches, drawings, maps 
and photographs, with an original map of Mackinac island, made 
especially for this work. By Edwin 0. Wood, LL.D. In two vol- 
umes. (New York: Macmillan company, 1918. 697, 773 p. $12.50) 
To pass upon the merits of the two volumes entitled Historic Mack- 
inac and say it was well done, it would seem necessary only to refer to 
the list of the historical connections of the author, Edwin 0. Wood, 
printed upon the title page. That anyone could have so historic a setting 
and fail to evolve the spirt necessary for doing historical work would 
seem scarcely possible. 

The author very modestly states that the "volumes make no claim to 
rank with the achievements of historians," and it is hardly to be ex- 
pected that a mere compilation in annalistic form could take rank with 
an historical work involving the research necessary for a new interpre- 
tation and a scholarly production. No attempt has been made even to 
restate in an original manner the history of, or to add a new interpreta- 



